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This year, many of us joined in the 
holiday festivities by attending RCC’s 
Holiday Open House at the home of 
Larry Kolka  and Ian MacWilliams.  Larry
and Ian have a beautiful home, which 
was decorated beautifully for the 
holiday event.  Our guests enjoyed a 
bounty of wonderful food, holiday cheer
and great conversations. 

We would like to thank all those 
who helped with this event.  Many 
people contributed their time, talent, 
energy and products to help make this
event the success that it was: Brenda

Butler , Brian James, Len King,
Larry McNeil , Mark King, Shirley
Wilson, Michelle Herrera  and Corey
Evans.

The efforts of our hosts and the 
volunteers helped to make this event
a big success and we were able to 
raise over $1,400 for the Center. 

We couldn’t have done this 
without the generosity of Larry and 
Ian.  We send a huge thank you out 
to them for allowing us to share their
holiday spirit with us.

Holiday OPEN HOUSE hosted by Larry & Ian 

REPORT FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT 

I am pleased to announce that the 
RCC has received $30,000 in funding 
from the Contra Costa County Health 
Services Department to begin an 
innovative HIV testing program. The 
demonstration program began in 
December 2007 and will run through the
end of June 2008. We are hopeful that 
if successful, the program will then be 
continued through the next fiscal year.

The program is based on an HIV
testing program that has been evaluated
by the Center for Disease Control (CDC)
and shown to be effective at reaching 
individuals who may be unaware of their
HIV status. 

The strategy is based on the 
concept that community members are 
linked together through social networks.
While social networks alleviate isolation
and can improve our lives, infectious 
diseases can also spread throughout a 
social network. The program will enlist
members of our LGBTQ community and 
ask that they serve as recruiters who

will encourage the friends and lovers 
in their social networks to focus on 
helping each other create healthy 
lives.

It is very important that gay and 
bisexual men continue to understand 
that HIV/AIDS is disproportionately 
affecting our community. In Contra 
Costa County, the majority of new 
AIDS cases continue to occur among 
Men who have Sex with Men (MSM). 
Alarmingly, it appears that many gay 
men are not being tested for HIV 
until they are showing signs of HIV
infection.

Nearly 57% of our county’s 2005 
reported AIDS cases were discovered 
at the time of an individual’s first 
HIV test or within the first year of a 
person’s first HIV test. 

In 2006, that percentage 
increased to 64.5% of all new AIDS
diagnoses. Of these individuals, 69% 
are gay, bi or men who have sex with
men. (continued on page 3) 
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Upcoming Event:  Annual Crab Feed – March 8 th

Date: Saturday, March 8, 2008 
Time: 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Location: Moose Lodge 
 1801 Broadway
 Concord 
Cost: $45.00 in advance or 

$55.00 at the door 
This is a great event.  There is all 

you can eat crab, pasta, salad and 
bread.  Water or soft drinks are 
included. Alcoholic drinks may be 
purchased in the bar. 

There will be terrific raffle prizes 
and our famously fun “Dessert Auction.”

Advance tickets are recommended.
Although we would really love to see 
you at the door too, it really helps us 
out to know how much crab to order. 

Payment is accepted by check, 
money order, MC, Visa, AMEX, PayPal 
via www.rainbowcc.org , or call Raul at 
(925) 692-0090 to purchase your tickets.
We look forward to seeing you there! 

Call Raul at (925) 692-0090 to
purchase your tickets for the 
RCC Annual Crab Feed NOW! H & R Block Referral Program 

Now that the holidays are over, 
everyone is starting to relax and recover
a little bit, except for the hardworking 
certified public accountants.  Yes, the 
April 15 th deadline is looming right 
around the corner and it’s time to get 
ready to prepare your taxes. 

This year a referral program has 
been established with H & R Block.
RCC will receive $25 for every new
client referral.  Referral coupons are 

available at RCC.  Some restrictions do 
apply, so if you’d like more information,
please contact the Center at 925-692-
0090.

Please pass the word to your family 
and friends.  This is a great way to help 
support RCC. 

Andrea Connell of H&R Block will 
be conducting a seminar on the new CA 
Domestic Partner Tax Law on Saturday, 
March 1st from 4 pm – 5 pm at the RCC. 

Rainbow Kisses Youth Dance (for 
youth ages 14 – 21) will be held on 
Saturday, February 23 , 7:30 pm – 
11:00 pm  at the Walnut Creek United 
Methodist Church , 1543 Sunnyvale 
Avenue, approximately 2 blocks from 
the Pleasant Hill BART station. A 
donation of $5 is requested at the door.
For more info, contact Michelle
Herrera,  Youth Director at 
youthdirector@rainbowcc.org  or at 
(925) 692-0090, ext. 302. 

Rainbow Kisses DanceSneak Peak at Events

RCC STAFF CONTACT INFO 

  Administrative Committee 
  (925) 692-0090, ext. 301 

adcom_RCC@yahoogroups.com
  Michelle Herrera
  Youth Director 
  (925) 692-0090, ext. 302 

youthdirector@rainbowcc.org
  Art Avitia , HIV Prevention 
  Program Coordinator 
  (925) 692-0090, ext. 304 

artavitia@rainbowcc.org
  Gordon Landon , Kind

Hearts Food Bank Coordinator
  (925) 692-0090, ext. 303 

gordon@rainbowcc.org
  Raul Mangubat 
  Office Manager 
  (925) 692-0090, ext. 300 

raul@rainbowcc.org

Here’s a sneak peak at some of the 
upcoming events we have planned for 
this year.  Check out the dates at the 
RCC website. 

Casino Night Extravaganza 
 Bachelor Auction

Putting on the Ritz (formal dance) 
Rainbow Café (youth event) 

 Macy’s Passport
Pride Parade Festivities 
Get involved.  Volunteer!

Message from Ms. Betty, Volunteer Coordinator We always nee d
help in gettin g

donations, stagin g
events, plannin g
committees, etc.

If you have an
extra hour or two

a month to donate,
we’d love to hea r

f rom you.

May I introduce myself, your new 
volunteer, Volunteer Coordinator, Betty
Zarn, M.A.  known at the RCC as “Miss 
Betty”.

The Center is in great need of 
volunteers!  I would appreciate your 
help in any of the following areas – front
desk, library, food bank assistants and 
food bank delivery drivers, special 
events committee members and 
fundraisers.

If any of these activities interest 
you, pick up a Volunteer Application 
Form at the RCC or download the form 
at the RCC website www.rainbowcc.org
and email it to rcc@rainbowcc.org or 
fax it to (925) 692-0091. 

The next step is to schedule an 
interview by calling the RCC at (925) 
692-0090 between 10 am and 5 pm. 

I am looking forward to hearing 
from you.  Sincerely, Ms. Betty 
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New Hire Prism Miscellaneous and New RCC Staff Member 
Here at the Prism, we do everything

we can to get our publication out in 
time to announce each event and 
provide the best service we can for our 
members.  It takes a great deal of effort
to coordinate to editing, formatting, 
printing, assembly and mailing.

Unfortunately, periodically, a 
roadblock is thrown in front of us and 
we cannot always get the Prism out as 
quickly as we’d like.

Please rest assured that we are 
making every effort to get the Prism out
in a timely fashion and we appreciate 
your patience and support. 

We would also like to welcome the 
newest addition to the RCC staff, 
Gordon Landon , the new Kind Hearts 
Food Bank Coordinator.  Gordon will be 
joining the RCC’s two staff members, 
Michelle Herrera , Youth Director and 
Raul Mangubat, Office Manager.

New HIV Prevention Program at the RCC 
(Continued from page 1) 
In other words, many people in our 
community are now being diagnosed 
with AIDS at the time of their first HIV 
test!

Sadly, this means that the majority 
of people being diagnosed with AIDS in 
our county are waiting so long to 
discover their HIV status that they lose 
out on new treatment options that 
could help them stay asymptomatic. 
This also means that many men in our 
community do not really know their 
actual HIV status. Some men may be 
assuming that they are HIV negative 
but, in fact, they have actually never 
been tested. 

To help remedy this situation, and 
as another component of this program, 
the RCC will offer free rapid and 
confidential HIV testing  at our offices 
on the first and third Friday of each 
month .  The RCC is responsible for the 
recruitment, coaching and documenting 
of the social network activities.  The 

Contra Costa AIDS Program provides 
the HIV Counseling and Testing 
Services using an oral rapid HIV test .
Participants receive their test results 
within 25 minutes of being tested.
This is confidential testing, which 
means that we do not ask each person
being tested to provide a name.
However, we do not ask for any sort 
of identification at the time of 
testing.

We hope that this new program 
will help gay and bi men receive the 
access to care that they need to stay 
healthy and that it will promote frank 
communication among our community
members and help us all build a 
stronger and healthier community. 

Ben-David Barr 
RCC Board President 

GORDON LANDON 
Kind Hearts Food Bank 

Coordinator

Never be bullie d
into silence.
 Never allo w

yoursel f
 to be made

 a victim.
 Accept no one's

definition
 of your life;

define yourself.

Harvey Fierstein

Rules of the Road Seminar – Thur., March 13 th

RULES OF THE ROAD SEMINAR 
Thursday, March 13 th

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm, RCC Office 

Rules of the Road: Basic Investing
by Larry Kolka , Financial Advisor 

and

An Overview of the Real Estate 
Market
by Rob Mills, Real Estate Broker

The Road to Financial Freedom can 
begin with a few simple rules. Learn 
Edward Jones’ 10 basic rules to 
investing at our FREE Rules of the Road 
seminar.

People are always looking for the 
secret to success in the market. While 
there’s no real secret, there are 10 
rules you can follow that could help 
work toward your goals. 

If you’d like to know more 
about these rules, join us for 
Rules of the Road.  At this FREE 
event, you’ll learn some of 
Edward Jones’ strategies for 
helping to build wealth.  It’s your 
chance to discover how much fun 
playing by the rules can be! Call 
Raul at (925) 692-0090 to reserve 
your space. 



Check us on-line! 
www.rainbowcc.org

R C C 
3024 Willow Pass Road, Suite 200 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:
The PRISM newsletter printing and mailing costs are fully underwritten by Larry Kolka  of 
Edward Jones Investments  and Rob Mills of The Red Star Team of Keller Williams Realty.

Phone:
(925) 692-0090 

Fax:
(925) 692-0091 

E-mail:
rcc@rainbowcc.org

To be removed from our mailing list 
or to update your contact info, 
please call Raul at (925) 692-0090
or email at rcc@rainbowcc.org.

MAILING LABEL 

Time can affect you as much as your investments.  W hile you
can’t stop change, you can help make sure your inve stments
match your current circumstances and goals.

Fortunately, doing that may be as easy as meeting w ith your 
investment representative.  A free Portfolio Review  from
Edward Jones can help identify where your investmen ts stand 
in relation to your goals.  And help put time back on your side.

To schedule a complimentary Portfolio Review, please  call 
your local investment representative today. 

LAWRENCE R. KOLKA 
925-472-0322
Walnut Creek

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:
The PRISM newsletter printing and mailing costs are fully underwritten by Larry Kolka  of 
Edward Jones Investments  and Rob Mills of The Red Star Team of Keller Williams Realty.

Proudly serving the Rainbow Family and all of our f riends, 
supporters and allies.  We strive to EXCEED our client’s 
expectations in every transaction. 

Phone and Fax:   1.877.733.0111 
Rob@RedStarTeam.com

Web: www.HomesOfTheBayArea.net

All clients receive a special thank you gift and a significant CASH 
DONATION is made directly to the RCC from every referral that closes
escrow on a listing, purchase, referral or exchange transaction.


